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Documentary Films Screening in Oslo - 17 January 2012 at 18:00-19:15 h – Information

The Serbian Orthodox Christian Parish “St. Vasilije Ostroški” organised the Short Documentary
Films Screening Programme in Oslo on 17 January 2012.

The programme was led by Ms Biljana Dragišić who introduced our guest Mr. Simo Brdar, Film
Director, Researcher, Curator, Museum Counsellor, Writer and Goodwill Ambassador from the
Republika Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina, who works with the Memorial Zone Donja Gradina.
There were embassies’ representatives, Norwegians, Serb community members and media
representatives.

For more than 30 years Mr Brdar has been working on the crimes of genocide and holocaust against
the Serbs, Jews, Romas and others, done by Nazi Ustashi in the Independent State of Croatia in the
notorious Jasenovac Concentration Camp, from 1941 to 1945.

He published two books about genocide and holocaust in Jasenovac. Domestic and foreign
magazines have been publishing many of his articles with the same topic. He is the co-author of
another two books: “Serbs like Birds” and “Petar Pecija Popović: Serb War Hero and Fighter“.

Mr Brdar directed twenty six short documentary films and was granted sixteen awards at
international film festivals. He was the author of seven self-directed exhibitions organized in New
York (US), Moscow & Sankt Petersburg (Russia), Belgrade & Novi Sad (Serbia), Kozarska Dubica
(Bosnia-Herzegovina) and Jasenovac (Croatia) titled “Ustashi Crime of Genocide and Holocaust in
the Jasenovac Concentration Camp, from 1941 to 1945”.

Screened at international film festivals in Paris (France), Moscow (Russia), Plovdiv (Bulgaria),
Drama (Greece), Astana (Kazakhstan), Belgrade (Serbia), his documentary films have also been
watched by audiences in New York, Chicago & Dallas (US), Jerusalem (Israel), Tambov, Ryazan,
Kaluga, Kursk & Irkutsk (Russia), Vienna (Austria), Bishkek (Kirgizstan), Stockholm (Sweden),
Port of Spain (Trinidad-Tobago), Banja Luka (Bosnia-Herzegovina), and some other places all
around the world.

Each year on the Remembrance Day, 22 April, in New York his documentary films dedicated to the
victims of Ustashi crimes of genocide and holocaust have been screened since 2005.

The most known among his films are: “The Sun and Barbed Wire“, “Oh, Sava River“, “God
Remained Silent“, “Blood and Water“, and “Gradina”. The newest film “Clean Blood“, which was
completed in 2011, was officially included in the Belgrade Documentary and Short Film Festival in
March 2011.

Survived camp prisoners from Jasenovac speak about all possible tragedies, massacres and horrors
in his films. Mr. Brdar dedicated special attention to explore Donja Gradina, the biggest scaffold in
the chain system of concentration camps. Unfortunately, Gradina is almost unknown to the public.
Bearing the thought that genocide and holocaust of such huge sizes deserve the attention of the
World, Mr. Brdar directed these films.

By the Decision of the Jasenovac Research Institute in New York in 2007 Mr. Brdar was appointed
as an honorary member of its Publishing Council.

In Plovdiv (Bulgaria), in 2011, Mr. Brdar was named Goodwill Ambassador for Bosnia-
Herzegovina and Serbia.

The programme was opened with a poem, written by the internationally known Nobel Prize Winner,
Ivo Andrić, very successful diplomat in the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes from 1920 to
1941 and a zealous fighter for the liberation of the South Slav peoples from the Austro-Hungarian
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Empire. The poem ”Oh, I know” taken from Andrić’s work ”Unrest” was performed by Maria
Danielsen and accompanied by music of Bora Dugić.

Mr Brdar opened the programme saying:

- Brdar Mirko, Brdar Milan, Brdar Mile, Svetozar Brdar. These are my relatives who survived the
horrors of German concentration camps in Norway during the Second World War. They survived
due to the unprecedented solidarity of Norwegians and their help. I have personally listened to their
stories of gratitude to the Norwegian people.

They are now deceased. The living word “gratitude” was left behind, and I, as a descendent of the
victims, responsible not to forget, forward this word to you: Thank you!

My paternal grandfather, Simo Brdar, was also on that “Way of Blood” with his cousins.
Unfortunately, he didn’t make it to Norway. He was killed by the Croatian Nazis in the Zemun
Concentration Camp!

This evening is dedicated to the memory of all innocent victims of the Ustashi crimes of genocide
and the Holocaust in the Jasenovac Concentration Camp, from 1941 to 1945.

On 10 April 1941, with the help and protection of Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy, Ustashi’
Independent State of Croatia was declared. Its head was Poglavnik dr. Ante Pavelić. The main goal
of the Croatian Nazi Ustashi and Independent State of Croatia was to create an ethnically and
racially “pure” Croatian state. From 4 million people living at the time in the Independent State of
Croatia, one million were Serbs, large populations of Jews and Romas.

The government of the Independent State of Croatia adopted a series of genocidal laws and formed
concentration camps for ’solving’, (i.e. extermination) the problem of these three peoples. The
largest and the most terrible camp was the Jasenovac Concentration Camp, the third largest in
Europe, after Auschwitz and Treblinka.

It was matchless when it comes to brutality, torture and liquidation methods.

In Jasenovac Croatian Nazis killed, slaughtered and burnt, while terrible torturing, 700.000 innocent
men, women and children:

- 500.000 Serbs,

- 40.000 Romas,

- 33.000 Jews and

- 127.000 Anti-Fascists, regardless of religion and ethnicity.

Of the total number of assassinated in Jasenovac, Ustashi slaughtered 20.000 children younger than
12 years.

These films tell about the horrors of the Ustashi Jasenovac Concentration Camp.

The first screened film was "The Sun and Barbed Wire" and talks about the suffering of Serb family
Kaurin. Ustashi arrested numerous family Kaurin in July 1942 and took it to the Jasenovac Camp.
The majority of the family was slaughtered. Among the survivors remained the little girl, Milja
Kaurin.

Ustashi blinded her by making her force-look at the hot summer sun, fire and the rain.

Milja lives alone still today, without any live relatives, in absolute darkness, misery and poverty.
Her universe is turned up-side-down.

The sun, as the source of life, is Mija’s source of suffering.
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A wire, as a symbol of evil, takes Milja to the source of life.

Milja bound together pieces of wire and in that way connected her house with a well. By feeling the
wire with her fingertips, she comes to the well.

This is terrible Milja’s fable. Milja is a continent of human suffering and innocence. She warns us.

In the continuation of our programme, Maria Danielsen performed one more poem, written by the
Norwegian author and dramatist Jon Fosse, who has written novels, short stories, poetry, children's
books, essays and plays. It was ”Ingenting overtyder mig meir om Guds nærver” acompanied by
music of Bora Dugić.

After that film "Gradina" was screened. Donja Gradina is the largest scaffold in Jasenovac. From a
total of 700.000 victims, Ustashi brutally murdered 366.000 in Donja Gradina.

So far, it was discovered 118 mass graves of mammoth sizes in Donja Gradina. Their length ranges
from 15 to 50 meters. Their width is up to 3,5 meters, a depth up to 2,5 meters. There are still
undiscovered graves in Gradina. Branko Miljuš, artist - painter dedicated a huge part of his opus to
Donja Gradina. As a child he was lucky not to end up in Jasenovac. His horrific story was told in
this film.

Before the third film Maria Danielsen read a paragraph from the novel “How I Got a Letter from
Hitler” written by Vasilije Karan, from the Republika Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina. During the
summer of 1942, Karan was eight. He was lost and separated from his parents on mountain Kozara.
He survived those terrible war days in the hills of the same mountain on his own. Karan wrote more
than thirty books. Many of his works are dedicated to those terrible and bloody war days. Music of
Bora Dugić accompanied while Maria read ”Two long-legged Croatian soldiers appeared in front of
me. When they stopped near the bush, the real fear started to boil in me. I barely managed to
restrain myself and not to scream, because there are no more dangerous soldiers than Ustashi. I
looked at them and they seemed to be so tall - seemed to be reaching the sky. Biting my lower lip, I
was all ears. When I would start to run, not even a rabbit would be faster. I was silent and waited for
their big legs to take them away. I watched their every move, and they were silent, defiant, saying
how I would not be able to run away, how they would grab my neck and throw me behind the camp
wire. I look at every detail of soldiers’ uniform. Their suits are dark and new. The buttons are light
and big and they have the letter ”U” on their hats, the letter I have always feared.”

When summarised the programme, Ms Dragišić expressed the main message of the programme to
the audience saying:

Terrible actions, repeated many thousand times, touchingly narrated tonight through the stories of
these films’ protagonists left us breathless, responsible to transfer the message to the Whole World
and Universe, shouting:

Remember - Do Not Forget! Don’t let it happen again!

The last film this evening was “God Remained Silent“. Cadik Braco Danon (the last survived Jew
camp prisoner living at that time in Serbia) is one of the most memorable narrators of Jasenovac’s
horror. One can say that Danon’s gesticulation is factual, as much as his word.

Among others Danon said the most horrible and shocked story:

- We went out of the camp in double row, twenty of us, and directed ourselves eastward, toward the
Lonjsko filed. We walked a kilometre. Ustashi stopped us and one of them, a corporal, took four
pegs and pushed them into the ground, marking a rectangular of big dimensions. He told us briefly:

”Dig here to the depth of two meters”

It was clear to me that we were digging a big mass grave.
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The pit dimensions were huge, and digging in a rapid rhythm, by about two or three o’clock in the
afternoon we completed our job. I saw Ustashi coming from a distance, and beside them a strange
mass was moving. When they approached we clearly discerned children of different ages, from two
to five to five of six years. By their clothes we could see that they were mostly Serbs and Jews; all
of them were suffering, exhausted and starved. By my estimate, there were abut two hundred of
them. I believed that among them there were also the children from the transport of Serb children
from Bosnia.

I overheard an Ustasha telling the children:

”Come with me, I am taking you to your mothers…”

Some twenty of them started, naively believing his words. When they neared the pit, many Ustashi
approached the children, surrounded them, and picking up one after another, handed them on nearer
the pit. The last Ustasha in the series, standing at the very edge of the pit, had an ordinary
carpenter’s hammer in his hands. He took the child handed to him, hit him hard with he hammer on
the back of his head and threw him into the pit. After every stroke, a thin childish cry was heard and
the dull sound of the body falling into the pit….

Shock and silence!

Ones Mr Danon said: "I shall narrate about the horrors of Jasenovac to my last breath." He was
really doing that until his last day of his life - 27 April 2009.

At the very end of the programme all those who attended were able to look at the picture titled
“Corps River in the Mothers’ Tears”. It is painted by highly acclaimed and well known artist Danilo
Ivanović. The picture captures a non-sense of taking lives of innocent individuals during
millenniums, warning all people that we are just human beings who deserve to live.

Let us hope that Mr Brdar will be invited very soon to this country by Norwegians.

Some more information about the Memorial Zone Donja Gradina can be found at:

http://www.jusp-donjagradina.org/eng

http://jasenovac-info.com/cd/gradina/index_en.html
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